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Meeting of the Burial Grounds Committee

[bookmark: _Hlk532209324]Dear Councillors,

Councillors are summoned to a Burial Grounds Committee Meeting of Cheddleton Parish Council which will be held at Cheddleton Community Centre, Hollow Lane, Cheddleton  on Tuesday 10th March 2026 at 7pm.

The press and public are invited to attend the meeting.

Yours sincerely,
Mrs. M Matthews
Parish Clerk and RFO

AGENDA

1. Apologies 
To receive any apologies (through the Clerk in accordance with Standing Orders).
2. Declaration of personal & prejudicial interest or requests 
3. Members should declare any personal or prejudicial interests relating to items on the agenda or request dispensation where appropriate. Members should notify the Monitoring Officer within 28 days if an interest has not already been declared.

4. Chair to close the meeting for public session
Members of the public are invited to address the Council on any issue over which it has powers.

5. Minutes of the Meetings - Attached
Proposal to confirm and accept the minutes of Burial Grounds Committee on 21st October 2025 as true and accurate record
6. Vera Heath Donation
A donation of £500 has been received from Vera Heath. A decision is required on how the funds will be used.
Proposal to confirm how the £500 donation from Vera Heath will be spent.

7. Thefts from Graves
Some members of the public are refraining from placing items on loved ones’ graves due to ongoing thefts. The Clerk has not received reports of recent thefts in our cemeteries; however, there has been a recent increase in thefts at nearby cemeteries, where wildlife cameras are being trialled to address the issue.
Proposal to monitor grounds and ask for a report where cameras have been purchased to see if that’s the route we need to follow.

8. Accessibility access – St Edwards Lawn Cemetery
Council to update on progress
Proposal to confirm next steps for the clerk

9. Risk Assessment
Cllrs, Ahmed and Cornes to give update on risk assessments.
Proposal for Clerk to revisit risk assessments and check we have covered all areas.

10. Request for small tree
A member of the public has requested permission to plant a small tree with a plaque, and potentially have ashes interred, at St Edward’s Lawn Cemetery. 
Proposal to confirm whether permission will be granted for the tree to be planted.

11. GP Grave Stones
Local clerks have reported ongoing issues with GP Grave Stones. Problems include installing headstones without the required permissions and, in several cases, ground anchors not being installed correctly. In addition, a recently installed headstone contained a misspelt name. Despite several attempts, they have been unable to contact the company to resolve these issues. 
Proposal to confirm that GP Grave Stones will not be approved supplier/ mason and any future applications will be declined.

12. Sunken Graves
A resident alerted the Clerk on 4 March that graves in Row 1 at Cheddleton Lawn Cemetery appear to be sinking. 
Proposal to confirm for contractor to lie excess soil and grass seed on effected graves.
13. Review of Costs – Attached
This committee is required to review burial costs annually. 
Proposal to add £5 to each charge. 

14. Date of next meeting 
The date will be confirmed at the Annual General Meeting of the Council on 26 May 2026, but it is anticipated that the next meeting will take place in July 2026.

END OF MEETING 
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